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WANG MING-TAO 


Rev. Thomas Lee of Minneapolis, a former Lutheran missionary in China, has been receiv- 
ing copies of Wang Ming-tao’s Spiritual Food Quarterly, In a July 11 mimeographed letter he 
quotes from the fall and winter issues of 1954 statements which show the nature of Rev. Wang's 
work, These statements, somewhat abridged, are as follows; 


From the fall issue, dated September 13: ‘‘From July 18 to 31, we had 14 days of meet- 
ings. The attendance was even greater than it has been in years past. Except for one day when ; 
there was rain, the attendance, filling the chapel and overflowing into the compound, was A 
about 1,000 every day, On the Sundays, July 18 and 25, we spoke twice each day, Duringthe 
last half of the month we also set the type for the third edition of the book, ‘Beware of the ae 
Devil's Deceptions’, and for the fourth edition of the ‘True Meaning of the New Birth." a 


' ‘*At the end of the month I was very tired and needed rest, Mrs, Wang and I at the invi- B 

Q tation of a Christian family went to the seashore at Peitaiho on August 3 for a two weeks rest, 
During that time, aside from writing articles totalling over 10,000 characters, we did no other 
work, On August Ig we returned to Peking, where we revised and reprinted the book, **Dis- q 
tinguishing Between the True and the False Gospel,’* which was published on September 4. Im- { 
mediately after that we began work on the autumn issue of the Spiritual Food Quarterly. The 
intercessory prayers of Christians everywhere and the letters of encouragement have moved me 
deeply. In it all we see even more the love of Christ."’ 


His Editor's Notes in the winter issue are dated December 12. He wrote, ‘*The past three : 
months have been a very busy time. And yet it has been a time of very special grace. During 5 
the last ten days of September and the first ten days of October we set the type (This should 
probably be translated ‘proof-read’, FJ) and printed three small books; ‘The Seven Testimonies 
of God,’ ‘The Call of Grace,’ and ‘What We Have Received Because of Our Faith in Jesus i 
Christ." During November we prepared the second edition of ‘The Last Fifty Years.” It was ’ 
published the first part of December. 


*‘During these last two months my heart has been very happy. I sincerely believe Christ's 
promise; ‘Blessed are you when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all man- 
ner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice and be exceeding glad; for so persecuted ) 
they the prophets which were before you.’ There are a great number of Christians who are strong 
and fearless, who without concern for their lives bear witness to the truth, People hearing this 
witness cannot but be moved, I give glory to the God who alone prepares the miracle.*’ : 


It will be noted that the October and November activities reported here came after the ac- 
cusation meeting which took place in September. In the light of that relationship, both the 
activities themselves and the spirit of the last paragraph quoted above take on added significance. 
Issued about 20 times a year to keep mission boards and missionaries informed on Christian wor 
in China, ANNUAL RATES: Domestic, $2.00; Overseas, Firstclass $4.00, Secondclass $3.00. 
Airmail $5.00 in 15 cent zone, $7.00 in 25 cent zone. Please send payments as due. 


a 


Incidentally, a report has been circulated in the United States, chiefly I think from a re- 
presentative of the Bible Institute of Los Angeles, that it was the inept interference of the Carl 
Mcintyre group which was responsible for Wang Ming-tao's arrest, But the evidence presented 
in our issue of October 10 shows quite clearly that the animus against Wang is purely Chinese, 
and of quite long standing. 


COUNTRY CHURCH NEWS 


An old copy of The Christian Farmer, for June 15, 1954, has just come to hand. The news 
in it is old, but some of the items about country churches are of interest, since they show that 
some of them were able to revive after being closed during Land Reform, 


A member of the Shunan, Anhwei, church writes in to say that before liberation they had 
only an old broken-down church, In 1950, when services were stopped because of Land Reform, 
the church building fell in and was a complete loss, On July 12, 1953, they were informed by 
the government that they could resume worship services, They rented a house, but within a 
short time the landlord wanted it back again, Then they started meeting in the home of one of 
the members, but when the average attendance reached fifty to sixty, it was decided that they 
must build their own church, They set to work, each one subscribing money, materials or labor 
as he was able, and so the church was finished and dedicated on April 4, 1954. The reporter is 
proud to state that four of their members have been elected as village representatives, 


Paoma in Shensi reports a similar story. In 1947 several church members there undertook to 
build a church, but they had to stop with the building uncompleted for lack of funds. Recently 
the church has been revived under the leadership of Brother Li Ch’ung-yin, and in 1953 the 
church building was completed. Rev. Li P’o-ai, Vice-chairman of the Shensi-Kansu Church 
Council, came to the village for the dedication service. They have over thirty church mem- 
bers, all of the poor farmer class, 


Kuot’an in Honan reports that although a comparatively old church they had no one to as~ 
sume responsibility at the time of Land Reform; services stopped, and the church building became 
a granary. But several of the warmer hearted members kept hoping to reopen, and in 1953 they 
subscribed to the Christian Farmer, and found out that other rural churches were reopening. So 
they started meeting in three back rooms of the church, and now have an active group of over 
thirty members, 


The Seventh Day Adventist Church in Changhu, Fukien (near Nanping), reopened on Sep- 
tember 27, 1953, with over sixty members, The pastor is Yang Ming-en. 


The church in Suchen, Kansu, held a two day service at Easter in 1954, during which they 
memorized Scripture passages and hymns, More than 120 were present to partake of communion, 


If The Christian Farmer is able to make reports like this twice each month, it is fair to as- 
sume that a not inconsiderable proportion of the country churches about whose prospects there has 
been so much pessimism have found it possible to revive. their work after the Land Reform period 
was over, It is to be noted, however, that all of these churches report that they have subscribed 
to the officially prescribed Three-self (Self-support, self-government, self-propagation) program, 


QUAKER VISIT _TO CHINA 


A party of six Quakers left England on September 27 on their way to Peking, where they are 
going at the invitation of the Chinese Peace Council. The group consists of the following: Mr. — 
Gerald Bailey, for many years Secretary of the National Peace Council; Mr. Christopher Bam 
Taylor, treasurer of the Friends’ Service Council, a Birmingham business man; Mrs, Janet Rees, 
wife of Rev, Ronald Rees, former Methodist missionary in China; Mrs, Johanna Madsen Reynolds 
and Mr. Duncan Wood, both of whom served in China in the Friends’ Ambulance Unit; and Mr. 
Grigor McClessland, who visited Russia and China in 1951. The group is going by way of India, 
and will meet members of the Indian government in Delhi, 


CHUNG CHI COLLEGE 
Our July number had a report on this college in Hong Kong, It graduated 42 students on om © 
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12, of whom seven have been admitted to graduate work in various universities in the US and 


“atl :@ QErenget and five have been admitted to a graduate teacher training course in Hong Kong. The 


vangelical and Reformed Church has set aside US $40,000 for the erection of a girls’ dormi- 
tory on the new campus at Ma Liu Shui, This is in addition to the $170,000 already granted by 
the United Board for the basic buildings of the campus, The land and a new railway station 
have been contributed by the Hong Kong Government. The railway station will maxe access to 
the campus from Kowloon, I! miles away, comparatively easy. President D. Y. Lin reported 
that the Yenching diagnostic tests in English showed that Chungchi as a whole is well above 
Taiwan standards in English, It is about on a par with the government universities in China 
after the war, though not as high as the good private universities after the war, The Governor 
of Hong Kong gave the commencement address, 


NATIONAL PEOPLE'S CONGRESS 


The first session of this congress was held in Peking in September, 1954, at which time the 
constitution for the People’s Republic was adopted. The second session was held July 5-30, 
1955, with a somewhat more varied agenda, The most important action was the official adop- 
tion of the five year plan, covering the years 1953-57. Although half of the period had already 
gone by, the full details of the plan had never appeared in print before. A law for compulsory 
military service was adopted, and also a plan for harnessing the Yellow River, The provinces 
of Jehol and Sikang were abolished. Jehol was divided among Hopei, Liaoning and Inner Mon- 
golia, and Sikang was attached to Szechuan, The Ministry of Fuel Industry was replaced by the 
three ministries of Coal, Electric Power and Petroleum, and a Ministry for the Purchase of Agri- 
cultural Supplies was added. The Standing Committee reported that two Congress members, 
Pan Han-nien and Hu Feng, had been arrested and tried for counter-revolutionary activities, No 
Congressional immunity there, The Standing Committee was empowered to enact laws when 
the Congress is not in session. 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


Levi Lovegren, who reached Hong Kong on September 19, has stated that while in prison he 
as not tortured, but ‘‘they rode us pretty hard to get us to admit things.’* He had plenty of 
‘He took his Bible to prison with him when he was arrested in January 1951, and read it 
through ten or eleven times between then and Christmas of that year, but at that time they took 
the Bible away from him, When as a result of the Geneva talks he was sent to Hong Kong under 
guard, one of the guards who attended a Methodist church in Chungking helped him to get to 
Hong Kong in time for his own and his wife's birthdays. 


A Catholic bishop, Alfonso Ferroni, was released at the same time as Rev, Lovegren. He 
had been treated very badly in prison. He was in solitary confinement for three years, and for 
three months of that time had his hands chained behind his back. 


Father Harold nigney. an American Catholic priest, and former rector of Fujen University, 
was another in that list of arrivals im Hong Kong. He said that the most serious thing in the 
charges against him was a report which he had written in 1947 comparing conditions in certain 
areas before and after Communist control, They claimed that ‘‘only a trained agent could have 
written such a report,’’ His ankles showed the marks of shackles, and he lost about 80 pounds 
during his imprisonment. 


Sister Theresa, a Carmelite nun from a convent in Shanghai, arrived in Hong Kong on Sep- 
tember 26, She had never been arrested or imprisoned, but the Communists several times en- 
tered the Carmelite convent where she was stationed, and in September 1954 arrested and took 
away two of the Chinese sisters, There are still four foreign sisters left in the convent, three 
French and one Canadian, Sister Theresa is a native of New York City, born Eva Stella Dugay. 


CHURCH NEWS 


It will be remembered that certain church leaders in China issued a Manifesto in September 
1950, for which they solicited signatures during the next few years, Rev. Thomas Lee published 
this summer a report which casts doubt on the bona fide nature of the statistics which have been 


-“) Qe< by the Chinese church on the number of signatures. He found a very great discrepancy 


news 
hat 
had 
form, 
by 
a 
ne of 
they 
labor 
ler is 
90k to 
ntly 
h 
as- 
ver 
ep- 
they 
union, 
) as- 
re has 
eriod 
‘ribed 
ogram, 
y are 
Mr. 
im 
nees, 
nolds 
Mr. 
idia, 


